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Relocation news
Cardiff Montessori School (CMS) is in the process of relocating to Llanishen and we expect to be in our 
new premises by September 2021.

CMS opened in 2016 in Insole court, Llandaff. At the time we had just 12 children in the primary school 
and the majority of students in our nursery. The school has gone from strength to strength each year 
and has outgrown the existing location. CMS has become a leading provider of Montessori primary 
provision in the UK, attracting staff from across the world and students from across the UK.

Despite closing the nursery provision in September 2019, we remain limited by the available space. We 
are therefore delighted to have secured a new building for our school. The building is centrally located in 
Cardiff in the area of Llanishen. The whole of the school shall be on one level allowing children better 
access and free flow around the building. All of our primary classes shall have direct access to the 
outdoors. This access to fresh air has always been important and never more so with the current 
pandemic. 

Our new site also allows us to have a hall for the children, a playground, a sensory and intervention 
room and a student café (where older students will later be able to run their own enterprise). We are 
also excited to announce plans to expand to secondary education in September 2022.



Site plans

Above: Photo in outdoor classroom space showing 
proposed new wooden fencing.

Above: Photo of the new school building

Below is the floorplan for the new site. Each class has direct access to the outdoors. 

There are also plans to convert part of the car park into a playground. 



The local area

The school site is located in close proximity to a 

number of shops. There is a children’s therapy centre 

and trampoline park opposite the school. There are a 

number of beautiful parks within a short distance-

Heath Park, Cefn Onn Park, Roath Park and Llanishen

Reservoir. We are also thrilled to have a leisure 

centre on our door step with excellent facilities. 

The closest train stations are Ty Glas, Birchgrove and Llanishen. 



Our school values
• Be Kind: Being kind often requires courage and strength. Kindness is a willingness to 

full-heartedly celebrate someone else's successes. Kindness is also about telling the 

truth in a gentle way so it is helpful to the other person.

• Be Honest: Without honesty there is no foundation for a lasting or enjoyable 

relationship in any context. Integrity depends on honesty. Integrity is doing what is 

right even when it is not easy and not popular.

• Be Respectful: Respect involves accepting difference not merely tolerating difference. 

Respect leads to better understand and communication.

• Be Responsible: Responsibility is essential for smooth and effective operation. It 

requires all parties to take ownership of their duties and accept the impact of their 

actions on others. 

• Be Montessori: Montessori education is different. It nurtures each child’s individual 

strengths and interests. It is about encouraging children to explore and understand the 

world, equipping them not just academically but with life skills, self-awareness and 

resilience. It is about ensuring they are ready for higher education and the challenges 

of life in real and meaningful ways. It is a complete outlook on education and 

childhood, not just a curriculum.



Our approach

Children are taught how to be independent, self-directed learners, each responsible for following their own

individualised planner. We develop children who are able to think outside the box and apply skills to ever evolving

challenges. Montessori education places great focus on concrete learning and hands on materials in the early years.

These materials become more and more abstract as the children get older. We aim to ensure that children have a solid

and concrete understanding of concepts before the passage to abstraction.

Education should not be compartmentalised artificially into subject areas. We welcome the shift to a more integrated

approach to learning called for in the new curriculum for Wales. A content-focused curriculum does not guarantee

meaningful learning, only that certain topics are covered to varying extents; instead, Montessori education has always

focused on concepts and supports the notion that ‘the essence of learning should underpin a range of different topics,

learning activities and acquisition of knowledge’ (New Curriculum for Wales).



Central to our approach is encouraging children to be independent every step of the 
way. We believe the child’s needs are articulated as: 

“Help me to do it for myself” in the first plane of development (children aged 0-6 years)

“Help me to think for myself” in the second plane of development (children aged 6-12 
years)

“Help us to do for ourselves” in the third plane of development (children aged 13-16 
years), the focus of adolescents is to make meaningful and impactful change together as 
a community. 

From preparing their own snacks at age 2, to planning their own outings at age 6, and 
running their own enterprise at age 13, Montessori education truly has the development 

of independence and life skills at its core.



Our classes



The 2-3 Preparatory Class

The toddler community is a small class of 10 children led by a 0-3 trained AMI 

Montessori teacher. It is a nurturing environment, that allows children to develop 

independence, motor control and language. The environment places great 

emphasis on the social and emotional development of the child. It is a preparatory 

class for entering the 3-6 Children's House. The space is divided into various 

curriculum areas such as practical life, early language, movement and balance and 

a rest & relaxation area.

Parents can choose to send their child 3, 4 or 5 days a week, ideally these days 

should be consecutive to aid the child settling in to the school routine.

Children do not yet have to be toilet independent to be admitted to this class. Our 

trained staff will work with you to help develop your child’s independence so that 

they are toilet independent by the time they are ready to move to the 3-6 class.

Attendance in the 2-3 class does not guarantee children a place in the 3-6 class. 

However, children in the 2-3 class are given priority over children not in 

attendance at CMS.



2-3 Staff
Georgina Williamson (Top)

Head of 2-6. Georgina is an AMI qualified 0-3 and 3-6 teacher. She is responsible for overseeing the  2-3 
and 3-6 classes and ensuring that all children have their individual needs met and make progress. She 
will be your main port of call for any questions or queries on the Montessori approach. Georgina 
frequently carries out careful observations in the classes as well as providing parent classes and support. 
She can also arrange meetings with your child’s class teacher where needed. 

Marine Gombault (Middle)

Marine is the Lead Teacher of the 2-3 Preparatory Class.  She is a Montessori qualified 0-3 teacher (AMI). 
She has also completed AMI 6-12 assistant training. She is responsible for giving children presentations 
and tracking their progress. Marine also holds a Cache level 3 in childcare and development and is a 
fluent French speaker. 

Una Shea (Bottom)

Una is the Teaching Assistant in the 2-3 class. She has completed her 0-3 AMI teaching diploma. Una has 
a first class BMus (Hons) degree from the Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama and has completed 
an MA in Music Psychology in Education, Performance and Wellbeing. She has also completed Suzuki 
violin teacher training. Una is also involved in the whole school music curriculum planning.



"A child who has become master of his acts through long and repeated exercises, and who 

has been encouraged by the pleasant and interesting activities in which he has been 

engaged, is a child filled with health and joy and remarkable for his calmness and 

discipline." 

Dr. Maria Montessori | The Discovery of the Child, p. 92



The 3-6 Children’s House

Our 3-6 class is known as The Children’s Casa (translated as ‘Children’s house’). The class 
admits 30 children (typically 10 per year group) aged 3, 4 and 5 up to the age of 6. 

Children all attend full time, however, if your child is aged 3 or 4, part time attendance can be 
considered. Children progress through the Montessori 'curriculum’ of:

• Activities of Every Day Living (Practical life)

• Education of the Senses

• Language and Literacy (includes knowledge and understanding of the world)

• Numeracy

The day begins with an uninterrupted work cycle, which is the hallmark of a Montessori 
Classroom. This is a time where children independently work with the guidance of their 
teachers. Lessons are predominately given one to one. The cycle allows children to develop 
concentration and self-discipline in addition to establishing a Montessori work ethic.  For 
example, recognizing the importance of putting away work in the way they found it and that 
they must wait for a classmate to finish with a piece of equipment before they can use it.

After the work cycle, children gather together for lunch before enjoying outdoor play. After 
which they return for a second work cycle. On some days, instead of the work cycle they may 
participate in extra curricular activities such as Forest School.



3-6 Staff

Georgina Williamson (Top right)
Head of 2-6. Georgina is an AMI qualified 0-3 and 3-6 teacher. She is responsible for overseeing the  2-3 and 3-6 classes and 
ensuring that all children have their individual needs met and make progress. She will be your main port of call for any 
questions or queries on the Montessori approach. Georgina frequently carries out careful observations in the classes as well 
as providing parent classes and support. She can also arrange meetings with your child’s class teacher where needed. 

Estefania Mon Alday (Top left)
Estefania is the Lead Teacher of the 3-6 Children’s House. She is a Montessori qualified 3-6 teacher (IMI). She has also 
completed AMI 3-6 and 6-12 assistant training and is currently doing her 6-12 AMI teaching diploma. She holds QTS with a 
degree in primary education. She is responsible for giving children presentations and tracking their progress. 

Ileana Pop (Bottom left)
Ileana is a Montessori qualified 3-6 teacher (MCI). She has also completed AMI 3-6 and 6-12 assistant training. She holds a 
Master’s Degree in Foreign Languages and Literature and in addition to English speaks Italian, Spanish, Romanian and 
German. Ileana works as an Assisting Teacher, supporting children with follow up work and points of consciousness. 

Kim Campbell (Bottom right)
Kim is currently studying her AMI 3-6 teaching diploma. She has completed 0-3 AMI assistant training. Prior to her Montessori 
journey, Kim studied Acting & musical theatre at Lee Strasberg Theatre Institute, New York. Kim works alongside the other 
staff as a Teaching Assistant to prepare and maintain an orderly, attractive, and joyful environment.



“This is education, understood as a help to life; an education from birth, which feeds a 

peaceful revolution and unites all in a common aim, attracting them as to a single centre. 

Mothers, fathers, politicians: all must combine in their respect and help for this delicate 

work of formation, which the little child carries on in the depth of a profound psychological 

mystery, under the tutelage of an inner guide. This is the bright new hope for mankind.”

Dr. Maria Montessori | The Absorbent Mind, p. 15



The 6-12 Elementary

The Elementary comprises of Lower Elementary (Typically years 2, 3 and 4) and Upper Elementary 

(typically years 5, 6 and 7). With roughly 10 children admitted per year group. In the Elementary, 

children’s focus shifts from individual formation, to development as social beings.  Lessons now are 

predominately given in small groups. The direction of their explorations of the world tends to the 

abstract.  The materials they use in their language work and mathematics become more abstract at 

each step, making this passage from the concrete to the abstract seamless. 

As the Absorbent Mind disappears, a new way of relating to the environment and a new power of mind 

becomes manifest. The children’s appetite for knowledge is immense. Montessori proposed that the 

Elementary students should be presented with the universe and all that is in it through the five great 

lessons. Through these stories we unfold the drama of the universe: the earth coming into existence, 

the furnishing of the earth with plants and animals (life-forms), the arrival of human beings, and the 

great achievements of human beings (written language and mathematics).

The five great lessons introduce the students to history, zoology, botany, geography and the sciences. 

They find areas of interest to research and explore further. They are not limited by a rigid curriculum 

and can take their studies to great depths. They organise research trips themselves to gather needed 

information and develop their social and practical skills. 

They take ownership and responsibility for their learning, recording their chosen work and meeting 

fortnightly with their teacher one to one to review their progress, targets and objectives.  



6-12 Staff

Claire Waters(Top left)

Upper Elementary Teacher. Clare achieved  a high distinction in her Diploma of Early Childhood and Primary Education. 

(Montessori institute, Sydney). She has also completed her PGCE and has a BA Hons in Fine Arts. Claire also holds the position of 

Deputy Head of School and Elementary Lead. Prior to joining CMS Claire worked in A Montessori School in Australia. 

Kassandra Duncan (Top lright)

Lower Elementary Teacher. Kassandra has competed her Montessori Elementary training with the AMS. She also has a BA Hons in 

Political Science . Prior to joining CMS Kassanda worked in a state run Montessori School in California.  

Anda Starka (Bottom left)

Teaching Assistant for Upper Elementary.  Anda is a trained AMI assistant.  She has also completed training in Montessori Football 

and has a cache level 3 in childcare. 

Tania Carvahlo (Bottom middle)

Teaching Assistant for Lower Elementary. Tania is a trained AMI assistant. She also holds a cache level 3 in childcare and has an 

interest in gymnastics. 

Julie Harvey (Top middle)

ALNCO & Intervention Teacher.  Julie is usually based in Lower Elementary. She has complete her integrating Montessori Practice 

certificate and is a qualified teacher.



“Education should not limit itself to seeking new methods for a mostly arid transmission of 

knowledge: its aim must be to give the necessary aid to human development.... If ‘the 

formation of man’ becomes the basis of education, then the coordination of all schools 

from infancy to maturity, from nursery to university, arises as a first necessity: for man is a 

unity, an individuality that passes through interdependent phases of development. Each 

preceding phase prepares the one that follows, forms its base, nurtures the energies that 

urge towards the succeeding period of life.”

Dr. Maria Montessori | From Childhood to Adolescence, p. 84



Secondary School Plans
CMS plans to open the first Montessori secondary school in Wales in September 2022.

This will comprise of mixed age classes with approx. 10 students per year group. Year 8, 9, 10 and 11 will work 
together as a community of 40 students. They will be able to experience the power of working together and 
importance of valuing the contribution of everyone in the group. Children must now be given the opportunity to 
experience real life work in a safe and supportive environment in preparation for life beyond school.

There will be a sub-division between years 8 & 9 and 10 & 11 (GCSE years). The secondary class will be led by 2 
teachers; one overseeing year 8 & 9 and the other overseeing year 10 &11. They will help students plan work 
schedules and monitor their progress. Specialist teachers will come in to deliver group lessons to students in 
accordance with their chosen subject areas.

In Montessori, academic study comes out of real life learning experiences. The children will have to run their own 
enterprise and manage their own small farm. Through these two key experiences, opportunities for further 
research and study will manifest. The aim of these key experiences is to have work that is an ongoing reality and 
not a series of isolated projects.  

In general, students will only be admitted to the secondary after attendance in a Montessori Primary. If you 
would like to send your child to CMS secondary, we recommend they enrol in our primary at the earliest point 
possible.

Further information on secondary expansion plans will follow.



Senior Management team:
Esma Izzidien (Top left)

Esma is the founder and Head of CMS. She is a medical doctor (MBChB, MRCGP) and has completed training in Montessori for 

primary education. She has gained certification for Montessori use for dementia. Esma has also completed AMI Assistant 

training, 11-18 introductory adolescent training and Montessori Coaching training. 

Claire Waters(Top right)

Claire is the Deputy Head of School. She is also responsible for overseeing the teaching & learning in Elementary and is the 

safeguarding lead. Claire achieved a high distinction in her Diploma of Early Childhood and Primary Education, (Montessori 

institute, Sydney). She has also completed her PGCE and has a BA Hons in Fine Arts.

Sally Bashir (Bottom left)

Sally is the head of CMS’ legal and accounting team. Prior to joining CMS, Sally was a practising Corporate Finance solicitor with 

a large Commercial law firm based in Cardiff. During her legal career she dealt with an extensive corporate client base situated

both in the UK and internationally. Sally has also founded a not for profit organisation  in order to assist children with Autism 

and learning difficulties.

Georgina Williamson (Bottom  right)

Georgina is the Head of 0-6. She is an AMI qualified 0-3 and 3-6 teacher She is responsible for overseeing the teaching in 

learning in  2-3 and 3-6. She also deals with admissions. Prior to joining CMS, Georgina was the lead 3-6 teacher at the MMI 

school in London.



Nicole Schnapp 

Nicole runs after school 
clubs and pottery sessions.  
She has a level 4 in childcare 
and is a fluent German 
speaker.  She brings a 
wealth of experience in 
creative arts to our extra 
curricular activities.

Michelle Thompson 

Michelle is the School 
Administrator.  She greets 
and welcomes families to 
CMS, ensures your queries 
are directed to the most 
appropriate person and is 
involved in auditing 
processes.

Other key members of 

our team:



Fees and 
hardship fund

Please see our fee information sheet for further details.

Fees pcm in the 2-3 class are £450 for 3 days, £600 for 4 days or 

£750 for 5 days. (The school is open 40 weeks of the year, 

therefore fees equates to roughly £45 for a full day 8:30am to 

3:15pm)

Fees in the primary school (full time) for ages 3-11 are £600 

pcm.

Where parental income is the only barrier to a child enrolling at 

CMS, parents are invited to apply for hardship rate relief. Please 

see   www.cms.cardiff.sch.uk/hardshiprelief for further details. 



www.cms.cardiff.sch.uk

02920 567 311

Cardiff.Montessori

@CMSchoolWales

/CardiffMontessoriSchool
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